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Format text into columns 

What do you think? Did you find the box of text on the left 
easy to read? Or do you find this wider block of text easier to 
read? The key benefit of columns is probably that shorter 
lines make it easier to find the start of the next line. This may 
help prevent reading the same line over and over – which 
can be very annoying! According to the British Dyslexia 
Association, it could also be important that the columns are 
not too narrow. So try various widths and see what works. 

Evidence: Schneps et al. (2010), British Dyslexia Association 
(2012), Schneps et al. (2013), and my personal experience. 

Strategy: Research has 
found that many people with 
dyslexia find it easier to read 
text formatted in columns. 
They find short lines of text 
easier to read, rather than 
long lines that stretch across 
the entire width of the page.  

Non-dyslexic readers also 
benefit from shorter lines.  

Example 1: Re-size your web 
browser window so the text 
wraps into a narrower width 

One Little Dyslexic 
 Tip Sheet - #4 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2017 Copyright Lois MacCullagh, All rights reserved. 2 

cont… 

Example 2: Read websites 
and e-books on a mobile 
phone or an e-reader 

Example 3: Copy and paste text from web pages or PDFs 
into Word documents and then format into columns. 


